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Reading through school

At the Priestley Academy Trust, we want our children to develop into
confident readers who have a love of words and books. We want all our
children to develop a comprehensive understanding of texts and be able to
apply these skills in different contexts. This journey starts as soon as children
enter our school in EYFS and continues through to Year 6 where we prepare
them to be ready for the move into Secondary. We use a range of strategies
to make this happen and weave reading throughout every strand of learning.

READING ADDS UP!

WHAT A DIFFERENCE READING FOR 10 MINUTES A DAY MAKES...

A student who reads for 10 minutes every day typically has a broader range of vocabulary
and an increased level of spelling. Reading exposes children to new ideas, facts, and cultures,
helping to expand their knowledge and understanding of the world around them. Not only
does reqular reading help make students smarter, it can actually increase brain power.

365 minutes in one year
2555 minutes by year &
8000 words in one year!

3650 minutes in one year
25,550 minutes by year 6
600,000 words in one year!

7300 minutes in one year
51,100 minutes by year &
1,800,000 words in one year!

“‘Once you learn to read, you will be forever free” Frederick
Douglass




Phonics and KS1

Evidence shows that teaching phonics is the best way to teach children to
read words. At Lilycroft Primary School, we use a validated systematic
synthetic phonics programme (SSP) to deliver phonics and early reading to
pupils who are learning to read. Each of our programmes teaches pupils
grapheme phoneme correspondence, to blend phonemes into spoken words
and segment spoken words into phonemes. Alongside explicit phonics

teaching, children also receive reading practice to develop their fluency in

reading. Pupils have access to phonetically controlled books which they read
and re-read over the course of the week to develop atomicity with words
reading.




At Lilycroft Primary School, we believe that all our children can become fluent
readers and writers. This is why we teach reading through Little Wandle Letters
and Sounds Revised, which is a systematic and synthetic phonics programme.
We start teaching phonics in Reception and follow the Little Wandle Letters
and Sounds Revised progression, which ensures children build on their growing
knowledge of the alphabetic code, mastering phonics to read and spell as they
move through school.

As a result, all our children are able to tackle any unfamiliar words as they
read. We also model the application of the alphabetic code through phonics in
shared reading and writing, both inside and outside of the phonics lesson and
across the curriculum. We have a strong focus on language development for
our children because we know that speaking and listening are crucial skills for
reading and writing in all subjects.

Because we believe teaching every child to read is so important, we have an
early reading leader, Miss Katy Oddy, who drives the Early Reading programme
in our school. She is highly skilled at teaching phonics and early reading and
she monitors and supports our reading team, so everyone teaches with fidelity

to the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds revised programme.

Implementation

Most of our children come from Lilycroft Nursery. We work closely with the
staff at the nursery (and other settings) to ensure that we have a clear
picture of children’s starting points so that we can build upon them straight
away.
We teach phonics for 30 minutes a day. In Reception, we build from 10-
minute lessons, with additional daily oral blending games, to the full-length
lesson as quickly as possible. Each Friday, we review the week’s teaching to
help children become fluent readers.
Children make a strong start in Reception: teaching begins in Week 2 of the
Autumn term.
We follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised expectations of
progress:
o Children in Reception are taught to read and spell words using Phase
2 and 3 GPCs, and words with adjacent consonants (Phase 4) with
fluency and accuracy.
o Children in Year 1 review Phases 3 and 4 and are taught to read and
spell words using Phase 5 GPCs with fluency and accuracy.



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Programme-Overview_Reception-and-Year-1-1.pdf

Any child who needs additional practice has daily Keep-up support, taught
by a fully trained adult. Keep-up lessons match the structure of class
teaching, and use the same procedures, resources and mantras, but in
smaller steps with more repetition, so that every child secures their
learning.

We timetable daily phonics lessons for any child in Year 2 and above who is
not fully fluent at reading or has not passed the Phonics screening check.
These children urgently need to catch up, so the gap between themselves
and their peers does not widen. We use the Rapid Catch-up assessments to
identify the gaps in their phonic knowledge and teach to these using the
Rapid Catch-up resources — at pace.

These short, sharp lessons last 15-20 minutes daily and have been designed
to ensure children quickly catch up to age-related expectations in reading.

We teach children to read through reading practice sessions three times a
week. These:
o are taught by a fully trained adult to small groups of approximately
six children
use books matched to the children’s secure phonic knowledge using
the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised assessments and book
matching grids on pages 11-20 of ‘Application of phonics to reading’.
o are monitored by the class teacher, who rotates and works with each
group on a regular basis.
Each reading practice session has a clear focus, so that the demands of the
session do not overload the children’s working memory. The reading
practice sessions have been designed to focus on three key reading skills:
o decoding
o prosody: teaching children to read with understanding and
expression
o comprehension: teaching children to understand the text.

e In Reception these sessions start in Week 4. Children who are not yet
decoding have daily additional blending practice in small groups, so that
they quickly learn to blend and can begin to read books.

e In Year 2 we continue to teach reading in this way for any children who
still need to practise reading with decodable books.




A decodable reading practice book is taken home to ensure success is
shared with the family and/or appropriate books are uploaded weekly onto
each child’s Collins ELibrary account.

Reading for pleasure books also go home for parents to share and read to
children.

As soon as children start in Reception, we meet with parents to introduce
them to phonics and the Little Wandle programme:

o we share the research behind the importance and impact of sharing
quality children’s books with parents through workshops, leaflets and
the Everybody read! resources.
we use the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised parents’
resources to engage our families and share information about
phonics, the benefits of sharing books, how children learn to blend
and other aspects of our provision, both online and through
workshops.
we hold weekly parent meetings for parents of children in Reception,
Year 1 and 2 during which we share the learning that is taking place
in phonics and reading that week and how they can help their child
consolidate their skills, knowledge and understanding at home.

Every teacher in our school has been trained to teach reading, so we have
the same expectations of progress. We all use the same language, routines,
and resources to teach children to read so that we lower children’s
cognitive load.

Weekly content grids map each element of new learning to each day, week,
and term for the duration of the programme.

Lesson templates, Prompt cards and ‘How to’ videos ensure teachers all
have a consistent approach and structure for each lesson.

The phonics leader and SLT use the Audit and Prompt cards to regularly
monitor and observe teaching; they use the summative data to identify
children who need additional support and gaps in learning.

Our Reading Fluency books are a set of engaging new chapter books which
support children in years 2 and 3 to extend their vocabulary and gain reading
speed and confidence to ensure we have a smooth transition into KS2.



https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/my-letters-and-sounds/everybody-read/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
https://www.littlewandlelettersandsounds.org.uk/resources/for-parents/
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Reading through
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In KS2, reading sessions are taught using Literacy Leaves which is part of the
Literacy Tree scheme. Literary Leaves are book-based comprehension
planning resources for Y2-Y6 designed to support teachers with the teaching
of reading, using whole books, rather than extracts. They can be used in
whole-class or guided reading sessions.

Each Literary Leaf has 10-20 session notes, with each session focusing on
skills from the Programme of Study, so that children have the opportunity to
secure them deeply. In many cases the same question stem is repeated to
ensure teachers can model how to answer questions, before the

children apply it themselves.

Literary leaves are not intended to replace teachers' own planning but to
support them to ask the right questions at the right time, and plan for
activities that help children to become critical readers.

Reading sessions, as a whole class, take place across KS2 daily. The sessions
are focussed around high quality texts that tempt and excite pupils. Lessons
are linked to a specific reading domain/s which tie into our reading
assessment scheme as well as continuing to develop children’s fluency in
reading.




These reading skills are specifically taught and practised with the guidance of
the teacher. Once these skills have been developed, pupils are given the
opportunity to demonstrate these independently.

Pupils in Key Stage 2 have a reading to read book at a decodable level and a
reading for pleasure book which they take home with them daily. Reading for
pleasure books are chosen from the class or school library which has age

appropriate reading for pleasure books by key and contemporary authors.

In addition to this, children may also be reading their own book from home,
the class library or the main school library. Each class is timetabled to visit
the school library with an adult where they can discuss their book choice,
share stories and read for pleasure.




Reading Skills

Reading - across a range of

Predicting
Intent

Authorial

Pupils are explicitly taught each skill through a range of high-quality texts and
genres. The consistent approach when using terminology helps ensure pupils
have a strong understanding and teachers have a specific focus in reading
lessons.

Fluency in reading beyond KS1

There is also a strong focus on continuing to develop fluency in reading. One
of the reading sessions focuses purely on reading fluency, using a section of a
familiar text used within the week, to work on mastering reading fluency
using activities such as reader’s theatre, choral reading, echo reading,
phrasal reading, and strategies to decode vocabulary.




Vocabulary

We use a consistent approach to teach explicit vocabulary instruction
which includes dedicating a portion of lesson time in each content area to:
(1) word learning, (2) repeated exposure to unfamiliar words in multiple
oral and written contexts, and (3) providing pupils with strategies to make
them independent vocabulary learners.
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Your first step is to

go back and re-read

the entire sentence.
Think about the
content of the
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Try underlining the
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A root word is the
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3. Could I replace it with another word that | know, so that the sentence

still makes sense?
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You will have to use
logic to figure out
the word.

You can also
use experience,
or prior knowledge,
of the topic.
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You can of ten replace
the unknown word
with alternative you
do knowl

4. Do the illustrations give you any clues?

5. Has it got a prefix or suffix? What does the prefix or suffix tell me about
the meaning?

The suffix are the
letters at the end

Prefixes are the
first part of the word.
For example,

a common prefix
is "anti".

of the word.
There are several
suffixes in the English
language that are
common.
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6. What word class is it? What job is it doing in the sentence?

Think about what
word class it is
and what its role
is in the sentence.
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7. Using all the information you have now, can you make a sensible guess?

Using all the steps in
your list, make a
sensible guess on what
the word might be.




Meeting the needs of all
pupils

At Lilycroft Primary, we aim for all the pupils to keep up with the school’s
phonics and early reading programme. Any pupils that have gaps in their
understanding are quickly identified and are offered short interventions and
additional practice to help them keep pace.

However, some pupils may require further support in the form of
personalised interventions to support their learning. These interventions are
in place across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 to ensure that pupils make the
best possible progress.

Rapid Catch up in KS2

We ensure, every child in Year 2 or above who cannot read at age-related
expectations receives urgent, targeted support so that they can access the
curriculum and enjoy reading as soon as possible.

Our staff are highly trained to teach using the Little Wandle Rapid Catch-up
which is a complete catch-up programme that mirrors the core Little Wandle
phonics programme, but has a faster pace.

Rapid Catch-up lessons use the same content as the core programme
delivered at a quicker pace, which has had a great impact. Lessons are
embedded in reading with optional Letters and Sounds Revised 7+
books available. These ensure older children can grow their language and
become fluent readers, using texts which appeal to their growing
understanding.

Other interventions for reading:

e Little Wandle Send programme
e 1:1reading guided by a teacher/teaching assistant



https://collins.co.uk/pages/collins-big-cat-little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised?gclid=Cj0KCQjw3JanBhCPARIsAJpXTx4XdnfjLGsYbYOyFtayAGvoxTafae4z3HhE3WT-B2IiEm9duDdEXr4aAgK6EALw_wcB
https://collins.co.uk/pages/collins-big-cat-little-wandle-letters-and-sounds-revised?gclid=Cj0KCQjw3JanBhCPARIsAJpXTx4XdnfjLGsYbYOyFtayAGvoxTafae4z3HhE3WT-B2IiEm9duDdEXr4aAgK6EALw_wcB

Reading for pleasure

"Reading for pleasure is

| READ FOR

PLEASURE
AND THAT IS
THE MOMENT

one can do 3 wAnoAREr AT
Neil Gaimen

E

In order to successfully foster Reading for Pleasure, research has found
that teachers need a wide and up to date knowledge of children’s
literature and other texts. Developing this subject knowledge has enabled
our teachers to

Engage enthusiastically and reciprocally as readers in school

Make one to one reader recommendations tailored to specific
children

Articulate an informed and strategic rationale for selecting/using
texts as part of their Reading for Pleasure pedagogy

Identify multi-layered texts that inspire and enrich literary
experiences

Build reciprocal and interactive reader to reader relationships with
staff and children.
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World Book Day

Enjoying books with younger pupils

The Masked Reader

N

stories

Class read
aloud time

Parent
workshops




Teachers’
favourite
reads.

Author visits







